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EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-004 

ORDER DECLARING A ST ATE OF PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY AND 

INVOKING THE POWERS PROVIDED BY THE ALL HAZARD EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT ACT AND THE EMERGENCY LICENSING ACT 

On December 31, 2019, several cases of pneumonia with an unknown cause were detected 

in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China and reported to the World Health Organization. The 

underlying virus giving rise to those reported instances of respiratory illness was later identified 

as a novel corona virus disease named CO VID-19. 

Since it was first identified and repotted, COVID-19 has spread globally. Over 100 

countries have confinned cases of COVID-19 and more than 100,000 people have been infected. 

The incidence of COVID-19 within the United States has similarly increased. The first 

domestic repo1t of COVID-19 occurred on January 21, 2020, in Washington State. To date, there 

have been more than 1,000 repotted domestic cases ofCOVID-19 in 39 states. 

Several public health organizations have implemented emergency measures intended to 

slow the spread of the disease. For example, on January 20, 2020, the United States Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention activated its Emergency Operations Center in response to the 

COVID-19 outbreak. The WHO similarly declared a Public Health Emergency of International 

Concern shortly thereafter. At least twelve of our sister states, including California, Colorado, 

F101ida, Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Oregon, 
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