PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER
NEW MEXICO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
CABINET SECRETARY KATHYLEEN M. KUNKEL
JULY 13, 2020
Public Health Emergency Order Clarifying that Current Guidance Documents, Advisories,
and Emergency Public Health Orders Remain in Effect; and Amending the March 23,
2020, April 6, 2020, April 11, 2020, April 30, 2020, May 5, 2020, May 15, 2020, May 27,
2020, June 1, 2020, June 12, 2020, June 15, 2020, and June 30, 2020 Public Health
Emergency Orders Closing All Businesses and Non-Profit Entities Except for those
Deemed Essential and Providing Additional Restrictions on Mass Gatherings Due to
COVID-19
PREFACE
The purpose of this amended Public Health Emergency Order is to amend restrictions on
mass gatherings and business operations, which were implemented in response to the spread of
the Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (“COVID-19”). Continued social distancing and selfisolation measures are necessary to protect public health given the potentially devastating effects
that could result from a rapid increase in COVID-19 cases in New Mexico. While this Order
continues some loosened restrictions on mass gatherings and business operations, the core
directive underlying all prior public health initiatives remains intact; all New Mexicans should
be staying in their homes for all but the most essential activities and services. When New
Mexicans are not in their homes, they must strictly adhere to social distancing protocols and
wear face coverings to minimize risks. These sacrifices are the best contribution that each of us
can individually make to protect the health and wellbeing of our fellow citizens and the State as a
whole. In accordance with these purposes, this Order and its exceptions should be narrowly
construed to encourage New Mexicans to stay in their homes for all but the most essential
activities.
It is hereby ORDERED that:
1.
All current guidance documents and advisories issued by the Department of
Health remain in effect.
2.
The following Public Health Emergency Orders remain in effect through the
current Public Health Emergency and any subsequent renewals of that Public Health Emergency
or until they are amended of rescinded:
A.

March 13, 2020 Public Health Emergency Order to Temporarily Limit
Nursing Home Visitation Due to COVID-19;
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(5) Any business that is not identified as an "essential business" or a "recreational
facility" may open provided that the total number of persons situated within the
business does not exceed 25% of the maximum occupancy of any enclosed space on
the business's premises, as determined by the relevant fire marshal or fire department.
(6) Businesses identified as a "retail space" may operate provided that the total number
of persons situated within the business does not exceed 25% of the maximum
occupancy of any enclosed space on the business's premises, as determined by the
relevant fire marshal or fire department. Any business opening pursuant to this
provision must comply with the pertinent CSP's set out in the "All Together New
Mexi co: COVID-Safe Practices for Individuals and Employers". A "retail space"
may not allow a person who is without a mask or multilayer cloth face covering to
enter the premises except where that person is in possession of a written exemption
from a healthcare provider.
(7) Indoor shopping malls are permitted to operate provided that the total number of
persons within the mall at any given time does not exceed 25% of the maximum
occupancy of the premises, as determined by the relevant fire marshal or fire
department. Further, loitering within the indoor shopping mall is not pennitted and
food courts must remain closed.
(8) "Close contact businesses" may operate at up to 25% of the maximum occupancy
of any enclosed space on the business's premises, as determined by the relevant
fire marshal or fire department, but may not conduct group fitness classes.
All individuals inside a "close contact business" must wear face-coverings.
(9) Public swimming pools may open but such facilities are limited to lane-swimming
and lessons with up to two students only. Play and splash areas shall be closed.
Public swimming pools may not exceed 50% of their maximum occupancy.
(10) If customers are waiting outside of a business, the business must take reasonable r
measures to ensure that customers maintain a distance of at least six-feet f om other
individuals and avoid person-to-person contact.
(II) Bars are not permitted to operate other than for take-out and delivery if otherwise
pennitted under their applicable licenses.
( 12) "Places of lodging" shall not operate at more than 50% percent of maximum
occupancy. Health care workers who are engaged in the provision of care to New
Mexico residents or individuals utilizing lodging facilities for extended stays, as
temporary housing, or for purposes of a quarantine or isolation period shall not be
counted for purposes of determining maximum occupancy. All places of lodging
should comply with the "COVID-Safe Practices (CSPs) for Hotels, 'Resorts, &
Lodging" section of the "All Together New Mexico: COVID-Safe Practices for
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