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Yesterday’s Epidemiology Report

Yesterday Since March 2020 Percent

Cases 1,137 287,221 13.6% of NM population

Hospitalizations 470 19,079 6.6% of cases

Deaths 11 5,135 1.7% of cases
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Question of the week: Why are we seeing so 
many cases when NM’s vaccination rate is so 
high?

• #1: Delta and unvaccinated New Mexicans

• #2: Reduced compliance with individual COVID-19 safe practices 

• #3: Delta and waning immunity

Percent of Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths by Vaccine 

Status: October 11 - November 8, 2021
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Full vaccination 
is still NM’s first priority
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NM COVID-19 vaccination rates

• Fully vaccinated:

• 73.0% of New Mexicans 18+

• 55.0% of New Mexicans 12-17

• 0.0% of New Mexicans 5-11

• Partially vaccinated:

• 83.2% of New Mexicans 18+

• 63.4% of New Mexicans 12-17

• 0.5% of New Mexicans 5-11

• Received a booster dose:

• 230,472 New Mexicans 18+

• <18 not eligible 
https://vaccinenm.org/public-dashboard.html

90.5%
90.8%91.1%

https://vaccinenm.org/public-dashboard.html
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Great progress, but too many New 
Mexicans remain unvaccinated

• Fully vaccinated:

• 60.4% of ALL New Mexicans 
(39.6% unvaccinated)

• Partially vaccinated:

• 69.5% of ALL New Mexicans 
(30.5% unvaccinated)

• Unvaccinated people still 
driving the higher case rates
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Weekly COVID-10 Vaccines Administered in NM since 12/24/20
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Make a vaccine appointment today 

• COVID-19 vaccine appointments 
are available at VaccineNM.org

• Or schedule an appointment 
with your primary care provider 
or a pharmacy

• Get a flu shot at the same time

• Talk to your provider if you have 
questions about the COVID-19 
vaccine or your eligibility for a 
booster dose
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NMDOH Call Center is here for 
New Mexicans without access to website

• Call Center Purpose: To 

advance equity by supporting 

people without internet or 

capacity to schedule online

• Option 3 or 9 takes callers 

directly to Spanish speaker

• 8 AM to 8 PM, Monday-Sunday
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Booster Dose 
Administration in NM
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Booster Doses Administered Since 8/1/21

3rd doses administered by day cumulative 3rd doses

Booster dose administration progress

222,298 doses 
total booster 
doses 
administered 
8/1–11/6

8/13/21: 

Pfizer 

additional dose 

for immuno-

Compromised

approved

9/24/21: 

Pfizer 

booster dose 

approved

10/25/21: All three vaccines 

approved for boosters



65+ case rates are increasing, 
please get your booster now

• All age groups are 
seeing an uptick in 
cases, but 65+ are 
most vulnerable

• Please sign up for a 
booster dose today at 
VaccineNM.org

• <18 are not yet eligible 
for boosters

https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/State-Report_demographics_11.08.21.pdf

https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/State-Report_demographics_11.08.21.pdf
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How to record your vaccine in the NM 
vaccine registration system

• If you did not complete your 
primary vaccine series or 
receive a booster dose from a 
provider who uses the NM 
vaccine registration system, you 
may continue to receive text 
message notifications to 
schedule your next dose

• Edit your vaccine history at 
VaccineNM.org 
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Vaccine for 5-11 Year-olds
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Children can get sick from COVID-19

• COVID-19 in children is generally 
milder than adults

• But some kids can still get very 
sick and require hospitalization

• Delta has resulted in 5x increase 
in child COVID-19 
hospitalizations nationwide

• Virus can cause death or long-
term complications
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Vaccines help prevent the spread of 
the virus

• Children can spread COVID-19 
if they are infected

• Getting vaccinated:

• Helps protect your loved ones 
and your community

• Helps prevent variants from 
developing and mutating

• Vaccine allows children to 
safely return to activities
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COVID-19 vaccine is safe and 
effective for children

• Vaccine is 91% effective 
against COVID-19

• ⅓ of adult dose

• Two doses three weeks apart to 
be fully protected; one dose is 
not enough

• Mild side effects than in older 
children

• Vaccine is free and does not 
require insurance
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Providers are adding more appointments 
for 5-11 year-olds daily

• On 11/09/21, 42% of 
appointments for 5-11 
year-olds were filled

• 7,525 out of 17,765 
available appointments 
(4.0% of the population)

• Vaccines for 5-11 year-
olds continue to be 
delivered to NM

• More appointments are 
added frequently each day

• We continue to appreciate 
New Mexicans’ patience 
as doses arrive

Pediatric Appointments in the NM Vaccine Registration System, 
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Pediatric Pfizer and birthdays

Children who will turn 12 between 
their first and second dose may 
receive, for either dose: 

Pediatric Pfizer OR 

Adult Pfizer 
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Addressing Health 
Misinformation
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New resource from Surgeon General
to address health misinformation

Community Health Misinformation Toolkit

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/health-misinformation-toolkit-english.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/health-misinformation-toolkit-english.pdf


Health misinformation can lead to 
serious harm

• Misinformation: Information 
that is false, inaccurate, or 
misleading that can cause 
serious harm

• Toolkit:
• To help community 

understand, identify and stop 
misinformation

• To help identify information 
that can improve our health 
decisions

Community Health Misinformation Toolkit

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/health-misinformation-toolkit-english.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/health-misinformation-toolkit-english.pdf
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COVID-19 Epidemiology Update
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Positive samples collected during 

this time may not yet be reported.
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Target: 7.5%
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11.8%



Most of NM still has high COVID-19 
community transmission levels

https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/County_Data_Report_11.9.21.pdf

Levels of Community Transmission by County, 

October 26-November 8, 2021

https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/County_Data_Report_11.9.21.pdf
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Calculating Cases per 100,000

• 168 cases = 8 cases per 
100,000 NM residents

• Calculating cases per 
100,000 residents more 
easily compares larger and 
smaller counties

• Every week NMDOH updates 
the Community Transmission 
by County Report according 
to indicator thresholds 
adapted from CDC’s County 
View COVID Data Tracker

How to calculate case rate per 100,000

Number of daily COVID-19 cases in County A

County a Population

168 cases in NM

2,100,000 (state population)

X 100,000

X 100,000 = 8

https://cv.nmhealth.org/epidemiology-reports/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
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Multiple layers to help prevent the 
spread COVID-19 – NM needs your help!

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/05/health/coronavirus-swiss-cheese-infection-mackay.html

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/05/health/coronavirus-swiss-cheese-infection-mackay.html


1190 S. St. Francis Drive • Santa Fe, NM 87505 • Phone: 505-827-2613 • Fax: 505-827-2530 • nmhealth.org

Vaccine Breakthrough Cases
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Percent of Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths by 
Vaccine Status: October 11 - November 8, 2021

30

https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Vaccination-Case-Report-2021-11-08.pdf

https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Vaccination-Case-Report-2021-11-08.pdf
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New Mexico vaccinated faster than most states, so 
we're seeing breakthrough cases earlier than others

• Mean days from last 
shot to positive test: 
163.4 (~5.5 months)

• Median 170 days (5.6 
months)

• While unvaccinated 
are still the primary 
source of new 
infection, VBT are 
increasing 
progressively in NM

• NM breakthrough 
cases represent 1.5-
2.5% of total 
vaccinated people
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Daily Confirmed SARS-CoV-2 Infections and New Cases of Severe Covid-19 
among Fully Vaccinated Persons in Israel, June - Early August 2021

32
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NM COVID-19 
Hospitalizations and Deaths



Self-evaluation data not collected between 3/3/21 and 8/17/21.

34

NM hospital capacity is still stretched thin

NM Medical Advisory Team 

Hospital Self-Evaluation Criteria

Delays in Care (limited to critical services) 

Transfers (inability to transfer, transfer center active)

Triage and Allocation (full activation)

Emergency Department and Alternative Access Points (saturated access, 

active triage)

ICU (>100% utilization x multiple days)

Non-ICU (>100% utilization x multiple days)

Modeling (predicting demand>supply) 

Redeployment (insufficient staff to meet needs)

Sustainment (tiered staffing for exposed staff)

Capacity (insufficient staff to maintain patient care)

Ratios (unable to increase staff to patient ratios)

Acquisition (supply chain unreliable, limited interfacility sharing)

Management (able to reuse equipment/supplies)
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Crisis Standards of Care Weighted Score
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11/09/21:

36.5
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Hospitalization rates projected to 
increase

• Presbyterian’s 
11/09/21 
modeling 
project an 
increase in 
hospitalizations
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Assistance for NM hospitals in Crisis 
Standards of Care

• 281 staff present in or en
route to New Mexico 
hospitals statewide

• 100% FEMA reimbursable 24
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A plateau in COVID-19 deaths 
appears to be continuing

38

Mortality Report https://cv.nmhealth.org/epidemiology-reports/

5,135 New 

Mexico deaths 

as of 11/07/21

https://cv.nmhealth.org/epidemiology-reports/
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COVID-19 Treatments
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Bamlanivimab/ Etesevimab Combo Regeneron

787 COVID-19 mAbs treatments were given from 
November 4-11

40

Remdesivir (moderately ill, given in hospital)

mAbs (symptoms + >64, obese, OR one risk 
factor, given as outpatient)
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mAbs provider spotlights

Below are the top outpatient mAbs providers from 
November 4-10. “Thank you!” to these facilities 
and all other NM mAbs providers:

• Guadalupe County Hospital – 70 

• Gallup Indian Medical Center – 59

• Gerald Champion Regional Medical Center – 40 

• Carlsbad Medical Center – 37 

• Memorial Medical Center – 30 
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Impact of rising cases of COVID-19 in NM

The effect:

• Any rise in the number of cases puts even more pressure on hospitals, 
which are full due to the combination of delayed care from the 
pandemic, expected flu cases, and COVID-19 cases from the surge 

The bottom line:

• COVID-19 pandemic is not over

• We need to continue to expect that we're entering a phase where we will 
have to pay more attention to COVID-19, certainly now and over the 
winter

• Get vaccinated. Wear your masks. Avoid large crowds. Get your boosters. 
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The pandemic is not over; New 
Mexicans still need to take precautions 

• Get tested if you think you have COVID-19 or have been exposed to 
someone who is positive.

• If you have a COVID-19 positive test, symptoms and risk factors, 
seek out monoclonal antibody treatment.

• Be especially careful indoors no matter where you live in NM.

CASE COUNTS REMAIN TOO HIGH. WE ALL STILL MUST 

FIGHT THE VIRUS.

• Wash hands, clean surfaces, cough into tissue/elbow.

• Everyone mask up and maintain social distancing (minimum 6’).

• Get needed preventive healthcare.

• Get vaccinated!


