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government, to preserve and promote public health and safety, to adopt isolation and quarantine, 
and to close public places and forbid gatherings of people when deemed necessary by the 
Department for the protection of public health. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, David R. Scrase, M.D., Acting Secretary of the New Mexico 

Department of Health, in accordance with the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the 
Laws of the State of New Mexico, and as directed by the Governor pursuant to the full scope of 
her emergency powers under the All Hazard Emergency Management Act, do hereby declare the 
current outbreak of COVID-19 a condition of public health importance, as defined in NMSA 1978, 
Section 24-1-2(A) as an infection, a disease, a syndrome, a symptom, an injury or other threat that 
is identifiable on an individual or community level and can reasonably be expected to lead to 
adverse health effects in the community, and that poses an imminent threat of substantial harm to 
the population of New Mexico. 

 
 I HEREBY DIRECT AS FOLLOWS: 
 

(1) Unless a healthcare provider instructs otherwise, all individuals ages 2 years and 
older shall wear a mask or multilayer cloth face covering in all public hospitals, profit or nonprofit 
private hospitals, general hospitals, special hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, adult 
day cares, hospice facilities, rehabilitation facilities, State correctional facilities, juvenile justice 
facilities, residential treatment centers, the New Mexico State Veterans’ Home, and community 
homes except when eating or drinking. Nothing in this Order shall be construed as prohibiting any 
business, house of worship, non-profit entity, or other entity from imposing more stringent 
requirements. 

 
(2) Any business, establishment, or non-profit (other than those which are a healthcare 

operation, utility, or indigent care services) which members of the public regularly visit must report 
to the New Mexico Environment Department when there is an occurrence of a rapid response. The 
New Mexico Environment Department shall monitor when an entity has four (4) or more rapid 
responses within a fourteen (14) day period. For purposes of this directive, rapid responses will be 
counted on a rolling basis. Businesses, establishments, or non-profits with four or more rapid 
responses shall not be required to cease operations. However, the rapid responses must be reported 
to the Environment Department so that the public may be made aware of the positive cases.   
 

(3) All businesses, establishments, and non-profit entities must adhere to the pertinent 
COVID-Safe Practices.  
 

4) Public and private educational institutions serving children and young adults from 
pre-Kindergarten through 12th Grade, including homeschools serving children who are not 
household members, shall continue to adhere to the face covering requirements contained in the 
New Mexico Public Education Department’s “COVID-19 Response Toolkit for New Mexico’s 
Public Schools,” available at https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/reentry-district-and-school-
guidance/, until the school district, governing local education agency, or private educational 
institution elects otherwise. Public and private educational institutions shall adhere to the other 
COVID-Safe Practices requirements for in-person instruction contained in the COVID-19 
Response Toolkit for New Mexico’s Public Schools, and may operate up to maximum capacity. 
Public and private educational institutions shall follow the reporting, testing, and closure 






